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You have to be passionate about growing cherries if you’re going to grow great cherries.  That same passion helps us get though years like this past growing season.

By all accounts the 2008 crop came in around 40% of expected yields in BC.  The south end of the Okanagan and Similkameen got hit hard by frost April 1 and April 19.  Anyone else who felt they had a crop was hit.  Creston was the least effected by those two events and actually picked a decent lapin crop.  It was down but not a disaster.  Unfortunately, late season rains did no favours for their late season varieties.

Overall quality was excellent with cull rates very low and the market was strong with prices up.  Unfortunately good quality and prices don’t help a lot when you’re picking 30% of what you expected.  I’m going to let my passion bury the memory of this year’s mess and carry on like I know what I’m doing.

Our association, unlike our orchards, has had a great year with exciting projects producing lots of results.  The highlights are new pesticide registration, a fruit quality control trial, and the starling control program.

Our annual trek to Ottawa’s Minor Use Priority setting workshop produced more “A” priorities for cherries than ever before.  Work on weed control, European paper wasp and black cherry aphid will begin in 2009.  Trials on Apogee will also begin.  In addition the process yielded this year’s registration of Movento for BCA and Quintec for mildew will be in our tanks for 2010, possibly 2009.  This year we will be after priorities for an alternative to spinosad for CFF and root suckering control product and the uses of summer oils for mildew control.

Dr. Peter Toivinen has taken the lead along with several collaborators at PARC on a project to determine what factors help ensure good storage quality and where damage occurs in the harvest chain of our fruit.  Using creative tools and a detailed tracking system they hope to advise individual grower-packers where difficulties and damage occurs.  Peter’s very preliminary data is very exciting and it appears we will get some tangible results as data continues to be processed. We will be highlighting Peter’s work at our AGM in February.  This is a must-see presentation so plan to be there.

With our successful lobbying of the three Okanagan Regional Districts and subsequent funding, we can now say we have moved from a pilot to a regional starling control program.  Connie Bielert has been hired to manage the daily business and is busy hiring more trappers whose job it will be to establish new sites, mostly in the central and north Okanagan.  To date nearly 50,000 birds have been removed.  Given this new look, we now feel we can respond to individual sites so if you see an area where large flocks are gathering we need to know.  Call Connie at 250-446-8303.

In addition to the highlights we continue to work hard in other areas important to cherry production in BC.  They include GA registration, labour issues, nutrient project, interior hort sector and much more.

It is with great confidence I can say that being a member and levy contributor to the OKCGA is probably the best return on investment a cherry grower makes each year.  We not only make every dollar you contribute work for you, we are able to attract other funding through matching fund formulas.  The end result is better BC cherries and that’s our job.

I finish off by asking you as members or readers of this to please acknowledge you’ve read the newsletter by simply emailing me at gcnorton@telus.net.  We’d like to know if you’re out there.  Just a simple “Hi Greg. I read this”.  Thanks.

Have a great Christmas and I just know 2009 will be a good one.

Greg
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Did you know that the value of Canadian sweet cherry exports was over $21 million in 2007?

Research Committee Report– Brian Mennell
Summary of the OKCGA Research projects for 2008


In 2008 the OKCGA contributed $30,500 to seven research projects. Many leaders of the projects used our grower money to access more money from other funding programs. Below are the 2008 summaries for the various projects.
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Starling Control Program.  The $5000 we contributed was part of the funding that came from the BCFGA, grape growers’ organization, as well as larger amounts from the three regional districts in the Okanagan.  President Greg Norton provided a brief summary of the 2008 results above.

B.
The largest amount that was contributed was $15,000 for a combination of three projects lead by Drs. Denise and Gerry Neilsen. This is the final year of a three-year project.  

The 2008 goals:

1) The effects of water stress and spring time P-fertigation on Skeena and Cristalina where cherry fruit will be assessed, as normal crop production is expected.

2) The close relationship between temperature and sweet cherry development for the time period from bud swell to full bloom observed in 2007 will be tested to see if the relationship is consistent over years.

3) Similarly monitoring will continue on the established i-button network of trees to assess inter-seasonal effects on fruit quality.

4) Data will continue to be compiled and assessed where useable long-term quality records over years can be found.

5) With the established weather monitoring network additional measurements, as desired by the OKCGA, can be made on tree and fruit performance (e.g., storage quality) on trees where extensive environmental records are being maintained.

6) In addition to orchard monitoring of sap flow, controlled greenhouse experiments to determine the effects of foliar applications of Kumulus, ATS and Acadian seaweed on sap flow. 

Data has not been fully analyzed however here are Gerry’s preliminary comments.

“The cold spring this year generally reduced yield but not in all of our sensor-monitored trees so it will be useful to take a detailed look at the temperature tracks from all the sites in detail for the final Report. Also at this location the bloom of Cristalina (early) and Skeena (late) was remarkably close in time and related to degree-days above 5 C according to the attached plot.

Our controlled experiment involving Cristalina and Skeena had some very interesting data as P fertilization increased yield and stem pull force for both cultivars. The biggest effect on stem pull force was cultivar (Skeena was much lower) but there seemed to be some scope for management due to the P affect on stem pull force as well as more firmly attached stems (and firmer fruit) for well irrigated trees. Stress whether from less irrigated trees seemed to accelerate fruit maturity somewhat using soluble solids and colour as indicators whereas heavier crop load had the opposite effect. It will be interesting to go through our leaf and fruit mineral analyses data which is starting to come off the machines now and over the next few weeks.”

C.
Dr Gene Hogue participated within the same project and contributed $5000 “in kind” as well as the $5000 that OKCGA contributed to his project.  Here is his preliminary summary of his 2008 results as he communicated to Dave Stirling, the OKCGA director. 

In 2008 one rate of GA was applied at one of 3 application times along with a check treatment on Lapins and Staccato.  There were three to five-tree plots and each treatment was replicated 3 times. The middle trees were sampled but necessary adjustments were made if sample trees were atypical (crop load, poor vigour, etc.).  Application timing, that is, early, mid, and late as defined by pit hardening and fruit colouration were determined in consultation with the grower.  Samples were harvested just before the grower harvest and fruit weight (size), firmness and stem pull force were measured. 
In Trial 1 on Lapins, there were no statistical differences in fruit weight (size), though the GA treated fruit tended to be larger. For fruit firmness, the early treatment had greater firmness than the check fruit. There were no significant differences between any of the treatments for stem pull.  
In Trial 2 on Staccato, as in the previous trial on Lapins, fruit size was not significantly increased over the fruit size in the check plots by any of the GA treatments. Fruit firmness, however, was significantly greater in all GA treatments, but stem pull was not different from that of the non-treated fruit.  To confirm our results we sampled fruit from the check trees and from a grower treated row and found no significant difference in fruit size.  A complete analysis and interpretation of the results will be completed for the final report.
D.
We contributed $2500 to one project sponsored by the Creston chapter and managed and carried out by Duane Holder, and another project for $3000 that Duane and Hugh Philips worked on in Creston and the Okanagan on the IPM of Wasps. Here is a preliminary summary from Duane on the work he did.  A complete report will be presented at our research review on Feb. 10th. 2009.

 Managing Cherry Insects Under Changing Insecticide Use Patterns
The third and final year of this study has now been completed. During the 3 years of this study, insecticide use patterns have changed especially for cherry fruit fly control and will continue to evolve as we go through a transition from the frequent use of organophosphates to alternative products.  It is important to recognize the impact that changing insecticide use patterns have on both secondary and beneficial insects.  The study has tested and developed confidence locally with several degree-day models and monitoring systems for most of the insects that threaten cherries and helped to build confidence in the use of these techniques.  A great deal of success has been obtained by growers implementing this data during the study. Leafroller and mites are 2 pests most notably influenced by changing cherry fruit fly control programs.  What appears to be most valuable to growers is: the implementation of a system to monitor insects to help guide their pest management decisions.

IPM of Wasps

[image: image5.wmf]Wasp depredation to sweet cherries was not as widespread in Creston this season as it was in 2007.  However, 2 orchards were severely affected again this year and both approached abandonment.  The only species attacking the fruit this year was the European paper wasp.  The difference in population build-up between this year and last may be largely related to spring environmental conditions.  The degree-day accumulation using base 5 was about 2 weeks behind last season from mid-April through mid-June.  As well, the maximum daily temperatures during the period of attack averaged 6 degrees lower in 2008 than in 2007.  A variety of traps and lures were tested from April through October in search of monitoring procedures.  Some success was obtained with various baits and traps for the overwintering queens early in the season but European paper wasps were very difficult to lure to traps in the summer.  Once again, pesticide control was fairly ineffective.

E.
A new 2008 project lead by Peter Toivonen and Frank Kappel titled Sweet cherry Industry’s Readiness for Extending Storage and Shipping was funded.  A large amount of data has been collected from this experiment and the results should generate a lot of interest by all growers, packers and handlers in our industry.  This is a two year project and the study’s objectives are out lined below.

 
Objectives:

1) To determine the variance in shelf life potential in a selected commercial sweet cherry cultivar, Sweetheart, that can be specifically attributed to crop management.

2) To determine the relative importance of harvest, handling and packing practices to storage life potential for seven different commercial operations ranging in scale from a small integrated single grower-packer model to a numerous growers, large single packer model.

3) To analyze and summarize important handling limitations to meeting storage life potential targets in sweet cherries. Recommendations and tools will be formatted into a user manual that can be applied by individual growers and packers.  Provide workshop training for the use of this manual to the industry stakeholders.

Impact/Benefits:

1) Development of this knowledge base and documentation into an industry-wide manual will provide industry the tools to help them improve quality and storage life management of their cherry crop. This will ensure that as fruit production volumes increase that they will have options to ship their fruit over long distances using ground and sea transport.  The flexibility to be able to use these shipping options is essential for them to access greater markets that will be needed to take the m much larger volumes of fruit.

2) The ability to consistently ship their fruit using ground and sea transport will allow them to reduce the carbon foot print of their industry. This is an important selling feature with the environmentally aware customer base, particularly in Europe.

3) The ability to consistently ship their fruit using ground and sea transport will also reduce their marketing costs substantially, making the industry much more sustainable in the marketplace. Lowered costs of transport will make the industry less sensitive to the US dollar value and the rising costs incurred due to increasing oil prices.

4) Improved consistency of quality at the buyer will improve the market preference for BC-grown sweet cherries. This confidence will support market growth for their product. 

The researchers who have been working with your money will be getting their final reports to us by the middle of January and will then present the results and answer questions on the Research Day to be held February 10, 2009 at PARC-Summerland. 
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The earliest description of the “cherry” comes from Theophrastus in ca. 300 B.C.  He described a large tree with round, red fruit.

Up Coming Events

1) 
Mark your calendars for the Annual OKCGA Research Day and General Meeting and Information Day.

RESEARCH DAY



Tuesday February 10, 2009

GENERAL MEETING & INFO DAY
Wednesday February 11, 2009


Registration at 8:30 a.m.; meetings start at 9:00 a.m.

Both meetings will be at PARC-Summerland

2)
Northwest Cherry Institute 

Friday January 16, 2009,  
Convention Center, Yakima, Washington
CAN THE STERILE INSECT RELEASE (SIR) HELP THE OKANAGAN KOOTENAY CHERRY GROWERS?  - Brian Mennell
I sit on the SIR board as a non-voting director.  During the last year there have been several grower and scientific technical staff meetings to assess what direction the SIR program should go as it moves to “steady state” with Codling Moth control.  Out of the grower meeting came a motion that the SIR should look at a more integrated pest management program incorporating other pests and commodities.   Suggestions have been made at both the grower meeting and the scientific technical meeting that the area wide monitoring, provincial noxious pest regulations and SIR’s expertise and infrastructure would be a good fit with an area wide control program for the control of Cherry Fruit Fly (CFF).

Most of you have sat on enough committees and organizations to know how a topic can get carried along by the committee and it grows like a snowball before anyone agrees it should be set in motion in the first place and if so, whether it is rolling in the right direction.

This is where we are with this tentative proposal.  If CFF was an enforced legislated pest, urban and commercial cherry tree owners who do not control it properly have the ultimate reality of enforced tree removal.  The SIR monitoring infrastructure could identify and monitor all the potential CFF contamination sites and enforce treatment.  Area wide monitoring of commercial orchards could be carried out and infested sites would be identified and then treatment recommendations would be made with further enforcement if not rectified. 

On the other hand as commercial growers, would you want such a service and if so would you want it imposed and financed through the non- negotiable tax roll as the SIR program does now.

I have tried to answer questions as they have come up at the board level as to whether this would have a viable future in the cherry industry. Unfortunately I can only comment on it from a personal perspective and put out precautionary “what ifs”.  I really do not have a solid feeling to express as to what the opinion of the majority of cherry growers would be to such a proposal.  

This may go nowhere or it could continue to move forward as a viable option.  I would like to get a response from the OKCGA membership as to what you think about it? Please call me at 250 499 5303 or email bmennell@nethop.net

In the United States since 1994, fresh consumption of cherries increased from 0.52 pounds per capita to 0.86 in 2005.
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL & RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION – Christine Dendy
The research we can undertake is directly related to the funds we contribute as members.  By pooling our meager resources, we have been able to partner our levies with government and other funding to get a remarkable amount of research done – research which we direct and which is pertinent to our situation in BC.  2008 was a low production year for many of us, but the challenges facing our industry and the need for pertinent research is as big as ever.  As our crop levy is based on production, your directors realize that our research budget may have to be cut drastically this year, and even ongoing research which is already committed may be at risk.  I am therefore appealing to you all to be generous (and prompt) in contributing your penny-a-pound 2008 crop levy so our directors can determine what research we can commit to for 2009.  And please remember - for every dollar contributed, you get 40% back in federal and provincial Scientific Research Tax Credits, so it really only costs $0.006 per pound! What a deal! 

So PLEASE, fill out your membership renewal form (attached) and mail it back to us today – before it gets lost in the Christmas chaos.  And preregister for the AGM at the same time; there is no “free lunch” but you get the discounted rate if you register now!  
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Thank you for your support this past year – and best wishes to you all for a very happy Christmas and a really weak Canadian dollar in 2009!

OKANAGAN KOOTENAY CHERRY GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

	NAME
	COMPANY/ORCHARD

	ADDRESS

	CITY
	PROV
	POSTAL CODE

	PHONE
	FAX
	EMAIL


MEMBERSHIP CATEGORY (Please check all that apply)

( Grower ( Marketer ( Supplier (Consultant/Fieldman ( Government ( Other

ACRES IN CHERRY PRODUCTION: ______                NON-BEARING CHERRY ACRES: ____

Please attach cheque payable to OKCGA, 1473 Water St., Kelowna, B.C. V1Y 1J6  for:  

	2009 MEMBERSHIP FEES    . 
	             50.00

	2008 CROP LEVY: total pounds packed @ 1 cent/pound
	 

	AGM Meeting (includes lunch) $25 plus $25 for each additional person
	

	Total
	 $


On receipt of your application and membership fee, a PIN number will be emailed to you that will enable you to access the Members' Area on our website - with full research reports and other material that will be posted from time to time. Newsletters and research reports are now presented online at www.bccherry.com and are NOT mailed unless you specify that a mailed copy is required.                                                                         

Notices will be emailed to you, so please be sure we have your current email address.

If you have questions about your membership status, PIN, or email, please contact Susan at admin@bccherry.com or Tel: (250) 763-9790, Fax: (250) 763-9722.

WEBSITE LISTING on www.bccherry.com
Membership entitles you to list your orchard on bccherry.com for seasonal job applicants.

If you wish to have your orchard listed, please complete the following:  (Yes, please list us.

1. Contact information IF different from the information above:

	NAME
	 
	COMPANY/ORCHARD
	 

	ADDRESS
	 
	 
	 

	CITY
	 
	PROV
	POSTAL CODE

	PHONE
	FAX
	EMAIL
	 


2. Website address if you have a website: _________________________________________

3. Approximate picking season dates._____________________________________________

4. (Optional) brief three line description of your orchard, the work, facilities for employees etc.:

 

 
